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BIOMASS ENERGY DEMONSTRATION COMING TO HELENA 
MISSOULA -
The University of Montana’s high-tech biomass.energy generator will operate on the 
Oval of the Montana Capitol building in Helena from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 22.
The event is an opportunity for legislators and the public to learn about the generator, a 
downdraft gasifier, which takes combustible material such as wood chips and heats them in the 
absence of oxygen. The material doesn’t burn but decomposes during a process called dry 
distillation. This produces hydrogen and methane that can be burned in engines.
The demonstration is offered by UM’s Alternative Energy Technologies office. Funded 
by a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, AET is one of only 11 projects 
nationwide investigating new ways to produce alternative energy that could improve U.S. 
energy security.
“This project was developed as a mobile solution to finding ways to use waste wood 
and other products in an environmentally friendly way,” said AET’s R. Paul Williamson. “By 
gasifying wood chips, the majority of pollutants are transformed into fuel for an internal 
combustion motor that runs a 25-kilowatt generator -  enough to power five to seven homes.”
Brian Kerns, an engineer with UM’s Office of the Vice President for Research and
Development, will be on hand to answer questions about the project.




Dailies, Helena media 
012109biom
